


Trees with fire scars and that ‘sound’ like a drum (when tapped with an axe at the 
tree base) still produce a log, given enough length in the trunk of the tree. Other 
trees that look good can have hidden defect which was caused by a hot fire when the 
tree was young, can result in a blood ring that affects the total length of the log. Logs 
are susceptible to bores in the sap wood if left lying at the stump for some time.

Termite activity can also be a defect in Spotted gum; signs such as termite bumps 
with breather holes should be looked out for. Unproductive trees with fire scars and 
ant nests should be kept as habitat trees if they have visible hollows measuring 
10 cm or more.  If there are no hollows they can be kept as recruitment habitat trees. 

Mistletoe can restrict the growth of trees which in time can kill trees if the mistletoe 
attacks the tree in large numbers. The mistletoe is usually recognised by clumps of 
drooping foliage which stand out as the trees foliage is more erect.
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