


Trees with
termite activity

Gum topped box
sawlog

Forests types within the ‘Greater glider’ range which covers the Fitzroy Basin must
have a minimum of six habitat trees to be retained per hectare, plus two recruitment
trees which are required for the code of practice applying to a native forest practice
on freehold land.

Experience is necessary to mark trees with defects for harvesting and it is essential
to carry an axe for inspections in order to ‘sound the tree! If the tree sounds hollow,
then it will have a large hole and probably not be suitable or economic to harvest.
Trees can be hard to‘sound’ especially if they have mud in their centre. This is the
result of termite activity, visual signs of termite nests in a tree can be seen as bumps,
which are breather holes for the ants.

It is advisable to thin out trees which will not grow into future stands. This includes
trees with fire scars and mistletoe infestations, crown in poor health with dead
branches and ‘epicormic growth’ which is shoots that grow from dormant buds from
beneath the bark often after the tree has been stressed by drought or fire. Trees
which are not required for future forests, and will not be needed for recruitment or
habitat trees can be thinned by harvesting or stem injection.



