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Mining timber is an excellent way to remove trees that would otherwise be thinned to waste as 
part of silvicultural forest management.

Grading
Mining timber has no recognised formal grading, as the products are sawn to suit the market 
and are one class. The purchaser may specify particular species, strength (size + species) and 
depending on the end use. 

Log grading can be done on species, defect and small end diameter (SED) size. Sawing larger 
logs is generally more profitable than smaller logs, as smaller logs require greater handling.

Product value
Generally mining timber logs have a lower value than many other products including sawlogs 
and fencing material. However, in terms of forest management they are a valuable tool to utilise 
trees and wood that should be thinned from the forest, and without market like this it would 
be at the cost of the forest owner. Salvage markets are ideal for forest silviculture. Salvage log 
stumpages fetch around the $20/m3 mark, although much higher and lower prices are possible.

Identification
Mining timber can be cut from just about any species. Mining timber logs can be shorter than 
the traditional 2.4 m length, where the purchaser is agreeable. The log girth will also depend on 
the purchaser’s end use. Some mining timber logs may be cut down to 10 cm small end diameter 
under bark.

Presentation
A mining timber log needs to be presented barked and trimmed to length, or as per the 
purchaser’s requirements. 

When cutting mining timber it is important to keep in mind that durability may be a requirement 
of the purchaser, in which case some species like ironbark may attract a slight premium to other 
species.


