








Presentation
Stay/Rail
A stay is used to keep the strainer posts upright and has ground contact, while a rail is put

between two posts (such as in yards) with no ground contact. These products however both have
similar dimensions and presentation, however the species may differ.

When cutting stays/rails it is important that they have minimal (<2 cm) ring of sapwood and are
reasonably straight. Stays/rails are presented trimmed to 3.0 m long with the bark left on.

Split/round posts

Split posts can be sawn, split, or in the round such as gidgee and rosewood. Generally, for

sawn or split posts, 2.1 m billets are cut from the tree (usually at least 40 cm in centre diameter)
and limbs removed, from a tree that has a hollow/doze in the centre as it is easier to then rip’
or’saw’into posts. The billet is then either split (using wedges), sawn (using a buzz saw or a
potable mill) or‘ripped’ using a chainsaw, into equal post portions. The posts are then presented
less the bark (which usually falls off in the‘splitting’ process.

In the case of rounds’such as gidgee & rosewood, the posts are sawn to length (1.8-2.1 m) and
presented with the bark on.

Strainer

Strainer billets are harvested from a tree into 2.4 m lengths and branches trimmed flush to the
strainer. They are usually presented barked, except in the case of gidgee or rosewood.

A high level of taper (which is not a formal standard) is unacceptable, as it makes the strainer
difficult to work with.
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